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We have compiled an array of content -- a variety of liners and soundbites – from DARIUS RUCKER to equip you with everything you might need to put together your own album radio special; roll-out tracks leading up to –and following -- the release of his new album, SOUTHERN STYLE, to use in news feeds, specials and much more. Check out all of details below (including audio liners and soundbites, as well as transcriptions) to create your own content surrounding Darius’ album release.

Darius Rucker is set to release his new album, Southern Style, March 31st. The first single from Southern Style, “Homegrown Honey," was co-written by Darius with Lady Antebellum's Charles Kelley and songwriter-producer Nathan Chapman, and is nearing the top of the country charts.

The arena-headlining Southern Style Tour, which is set to launch May 14th in Holmdel, New Jersey, will include an initial 30 stops and features CMA New Artist of the Year Brett Eldredge, as well as hot new country duo Brothers Osborne and Southern rockers A Thousand Horses. 

Following his first Christmas album, Home for the Holidays, when it came time to work on a new album, he and long-time producer Frank Rogers went in deep. “We wrote 50 songs, so it was really fun,” says Rucker. “I fell in love with so many demos, it was a matter of sitting down and having to throw things out—and that was the tough part, because there was so much great in these songs.”

When they came up with “Good for a Good Time,” they knew they were on the right track. “That was what I was looking for,” he says, “a big, old-fashioned, sing-a-long drinking song. I’m older now, I’m a dad. I don’t go out that much. But if it’s a good song, a song I really want to sing, I can still channel the old Darius, the one who’s always ready to party. I think that’s the signature song on the record.”

Vocally, Southern Style sees Rucker expanding his range and pushing his limits. “I definitely took a bit more chances in my singing,” he says. “I didn’t record everything in that very low key; a few of the songs are up in a higher key, and it was fun hitting those notes.”

As a songwriter, Rucker also challenged himself this time around, with some of his most personal efforts to date. “So I Sang” is the confession of a man who’s always felt more comfortable expressing himself through melody than through speech, even at such turning points as his mother’s funeral.

“That’s the most honest song I’ve ever been a part of,” he says. “When you hear that, it’s telling you what my life was really like growing up. When my mom died, I couldn’t speak, I just remember singing in church with the choir, and then going home and putting on Al Green’s ‘Tired of Being Alone,’ which was her favorite song. That song is just me singing about me.”

For all of the different facets of Southern Style, perhaps the song that best fulfills Darius Rucker’s intentions is the bittersweet “You Can Have Charleston,” set in his beloved hometown. “That song is all about the place—the topsails and steeples,” he says. “Even though the guy in the song is leaving, you can tell how much he loves the city. It describes Charleston so well, and when you get to that chorus, it’s just unbelievable.
“That is my south, my favorite city in the world,” he says. “It’s such a big part of who I am. I was born there, and I never plan to leave.”
Rucker’s three previous albums—Learn To Live; Charleston, SC 1966; and True Believers—all topped the Billboard Country Album chart, spinning off six Number One singles. But a few events in the last couple of years may have helped him dig even deeper into his country roots, even in the face of new trends that have been pushing the music into a more pop direction.
First was his induction into the Grand Ole Opry in 2012, after Brad Paisley broke the news to Rucker in the middle of a show. Then came his triumphant version of “Wagon Wheel,” the Old Crow Medicine Show song initially based on a sketch by Bob Dylan (with an assist from his tour partners and label mates Lady Antebellum). The song hit Number One on the Country charts, and won the GRAMMY Award for Best Country Solo Performance.
Darius Rucker first attained multi-platinum status as the lead singer and rhythm guitarist of Hootie & the Blowfish, Since re-introducing himself to the world as a country artist, his musical life has had a truly remarkable Second Act. In 2008, he released Learn to Live; the album's first single, "Don't Think I Don't Think About It," made him the first African-American with a Number One country song since Charley Pride in 1983. It was followed by two more singles that topped the chart—"It Won't Be Like This For Long" and "Alright"—and earned him the New Artist award from the Country Music Association. His 2010 follow-up, Charleston, SC 1966, included two more Number Ones, while True Believers contained another four hit singles. 

Southern Style TRACK LIST:
1. Homegrown Honey
2. Good for A Good Time 
3. Baby I’m Right (Featuring Mallary Hope)*
4. Southern Style 
5. High on Life* 
6. Perfect
7. You, Me and My Guitar	
8. Low Country*
9. Need You More
10. Half Full Dixie Cup
11. Lighter Up*
12. You Can Have Charleston
13. So I Sang* 
Produced by Frank Rogers
*Produced by Keith Stegall
DARIUS RUCKER SOUTHERN STYLE LINERS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
CUT 1: LINER Darius Rucker (intro) 
Hey everybody! What’s up? This is Darius Rucker!

CUT 2: LINER Darius Rucker (WIBYCBI)
My new album, Southern Style, is about to hit stores, and I want you to have it before anyone else! Be the fifth caller, and you can win it before you can buy it. Start dialing right now.

CUT 3: LINER Darius Rucker (stay tuned)
Stay tuned to listen to my new album, Southern Style …in stores March 31st!

CUT 4: LINER Darius Rucker
You’re listening to my new album, Southern Style.

CUT 5: LINER Darius Rucker (leave it locked in)
Leave it locked in…there’s more from my new album, Southern Style, coming up in just a moment.

CUT 6: LINER Darius Rucker (that’s one of the new songs)
…and that’s one of the new songs from my new album, Southern Style.

CUT 7: LINER Darius Rucker (here’s one of the songs)
Here’s one of the songs from my new album, Southern Style.

CUT 8: LINER Darius Rucker (Thanks for checking out my latest album)
Thanks for checking out my latest album, Southern Style.

CUT 9: LINER Darius Rucker (Homegrown Honey)
Here’s “Homegrown Honey”…honey, honey

CUT 10: LINER Darius Rucker (Good for a Good Time)
Check out ‘Good for a Good Time’ from my new album, Southern Style.

CUT 11: LINER Darius Rucker (Baby I’m Right) 
Here’s ‘Baby I’m Right.’

CUT 12: LINER Darius Rucker (Southern Style)
‘Southern Style’ is the title of my latest album, but it’s also the title of one of the songs. Here it is.

CUT 13: LINER Darius Rucker (High on Life)
Check out ‘High on Life.’

CUT 14: LINER Darius Rucker (Perfect)
This is ‘Perfect.’

CUT 15: LINER Darius Rucker (You and Me and My Guitar)
That was ‘You and Me and My Guitar.’

CUT 16: LINER Darius Rucker (Low Country)
The next song we’re going to play is ‘Low Country.’

CUT 17: LINER Darius Rucker (Need You More)
‘Need You More’ is a song from my new album, Southern Style, and here it is.

CUT 18: LINER Darius Rucker (Dixie Cup)
Here’s ‘Dixie Cup.’

CUT 19: LINER Darius Rucker (Lighter Up)
Check out ‘Lighter Up.’

CUT 20: LINER Darius Rucker (You Can Have Charleston)
And this is ‘You Can Have Charleston.’

CUT 21: LINER Darius Rucker (So I Sang)
The last track on my new album is ‘So I Sang.’

DARIUS RUCKER SOUTHERN STYLE AUDIO:

CUT 22: Darius Rucker wants Southern Style to be a fun album.

Darius Rucker (fun record) OC: ...wanted to do. :20
"I wanted to make a fun record. I thought every record I try to do something different and with True Believers it was so, I don’t want to say dark but it had some pretty heavy stuff on it. So on this record I said I was going to go make a fun record, have some fun and try to make it as country as I can. And that was really how I started on what I wanted to do."

CUT 23: Darius Rucker says he just wants to make a country record.

Darius Rucker (country record) OC: …get to that. :35
“Still every time I make a record I’m trying to make that record that I wanted to make after that first time I heard Radney Foster. So, it’s like I just wanted to – I wanted to feel more country myself. It wasn’t about anything else. When I listened to it I wanted to go man that’s country right there. So, we went out and tried to get some of the songs and the mixes and all the stuff that goes along with the instrumentation, we just tried to do – to stay true to what we said we were doing when we started out, and we said we’re going to make a country record when we started and we tried to get to that.”

CUT 24 Darius Rucker defines what a “Southern Lifestyle” means to him.

Darius Rucker (southern lifestyle) OC: …for me. :27
“Real laidback. A southern lifestyle to me and what I’m singing about I think on this record is that person who goes to work and takes care of family and takes care of themselves and has a good time whenever they can. Lives a very…very humble life. Just goes about their lives, has a lot of friends, has a lot of fun and where I’m from loves to be on the water. That’s a southern lifestyle for me.”


CUT 25: Darius Rucker talks about “Homegrown Honey.”

Darius Rucker (Homegrown Honey) OC: …love that tune. :42
“’Homegrown Honey’ I wrote that with Charles Kelley from Lady Antebellum and Nathan Chapman. I think he produced their last record. That was just a little fun little song that reminded me of back in the day. We were writing this song about - just getting with Charles to write was great because we had never done that before. When we started writing, it just came naturally to us and came easy and it was fun. And the great thing about it is that song has got so many hooks. ‘Homegrown Honey’ is just full of hooks. I heard it on the radio the other day, and I just kept ‘that’s another one, that’s another one.’ You don’t think about it when you’re making it. You’re just making a record. And I love that song. It was a cool choice for first single and yeah, I love that tune.”

CUT 26: Darius Rucker says he loves the song, “Good for a Good Time,” which appears on his new album, Southern Style.

Darius Rucker (Good for a Good Time) OC: …Good Time. :27
“‘Good for a Good Time’ -- I love that song.  I think it’s a big ole hit. I think it’s a big ole country song that just tells a great story. It tells a great story. I think it’s one of those throwback songs and I just think it’s – I love it.  When I listen to it, I smile. I sing along.  That’s what I set out to do when I set out to make this record, I set out to write songs like ‘Good for a Good Time.’”

CUT 27: Darius Rucker says “Good for a Good Time” is a signature song from his new album, Southern Style.

Darius Rucker (Good for a Good Time) OC: …   :17
“I think it is a signature song from the record. I think ‘Good for a Good Time’ is – it’s just the perfect setup for the rest of the record, and it’s such a big, ol’ put on the bar and everybody sings along kind of country tune, and I love when one of those comes along.”

CUT 28: Darius Rucker talks about “Baby I’m Right.”

Darius Rucker (Baby I’m Right) OC: …I’m Right. :44
“‘Baby I’m Right’ -- that one when we finished writing it, I just felt like, ‘Man, that’s a duet.’ Just in my mind and my head, it was a duet, and I just thought I really want it on the record. I just loved the simpleness of that song. It’s just so simple. There’s no vocal runs or anything like that. It’s just singing a little song. After being married as long as I have, it’s a pretty cool little sentiment, that baby I’m right and what he’s right about is they’re going to be together and I thought that was pretty cool. Mallory Hope is such an amazing singer and good friend, and to have her on the record is always great and she killed it like she always does. So yeah, when I listen to that song it gives me a smile. I love ‘Baby I’m Right.’”

CUT 29: Darius Rucker says when he hears “Southern Style,” he thinks of all of the women in his life.

Darius Rucker (Southern Style) OC: …that song. :50
“That song for me is just so about everybody. It’s about America. It’s about living that lifestyle that’s not pretentious and not full of anything. You‘re just living your life. You’re going to work. You’re coming home and you’re taking care of your kids, and you’re trying to have as much fun as you can when you can. And that song like every time with ‘Southern Style,’ I see a video in my head of it. I think every woman and family, every woman that’s ever been anything to me just flashes through like from my mom and my aunts to my sisters and cousins and friends from high school. And that’s what that song is all about to me. It’s trying to describe that a little bit of everybody, every woman in the world. I just think ‘Southern Style,’ it’s written so well and I love that song.”

CUT 30: Darius Rucker says “High on Life” is just about doing nothing at all with the people you love.

Darius Rucker (High on Life) OC: …love that song. :48
“‘High on Life’ was fun. Josh Thompson is a great friend of mine and Jessi Alexander, the three of us wrote the song together. And that song I just – it’s so southern, it’s so perfect for that Sunday afternoon, that Saturday afternoon when you’re sitting around in your backyard with your family and you really realize that you don’t need anything else. I’m that guy. I love my kids. I love my family. I love my wife. I love – my favorite thing to do in the world is nothing with my family. It really is. And that song is about that. It’s about I don’t need all that other stuff. Everything I need, I got sitting right here. It’s an upbeat, great country song. It reminds me of some of those 70s and 80s country tunes that I loved back in the day. But I love that song.”

CUT 31: Darius Rucker says writing “Perfect” is about his wife, Beth.

Darius Rucker (Perfect) OC: …write with. :43
Ashley Gorley and Rhett Atkins, two of my real good friends in this business, I wrote ‘Perfect’ with them. For me, writing it ‘Perfect’ was about my wife. That song is so how I feel. You hear that stuff, I hear the mess and all that stuff I said in the song, but to me she always looks wonderful. When we wrote that I knew that was going to be on the record. That was one of the ones I instantly put on a different playlist because I was like this song is definitely going to make the record. I love singing it. I love the sentiment of the song. And Ashley and Rhett, they’re great to write with.”

CUT 32: Darius Rucker talks about the song “You, Me and My Guitar.”

Darius Rucker (You, Me and My Guitar) OC: …what I want to do. :35
“It’s another one of those things where I’m just trying to stay true to me and who I am and what I do. Like a song like ‘You, Me and My Guitar’ is just so perfect. It’s just a little shuffle that goes right along that tells such a cool little story of hanging out and that old ‘You, Me and My Guitar is such a country title. It couldn’t be anywhere else. It means a lot to me to be able to make records like that. To write it with Ashley and Rhett and to actually cut it and listen back and go man, yeah, I can make that. I can move with that. That’s what I want to do.”

CUT 33: Darius Rucker says “Low Country” is about his life in Charleston, South Carolina.

Darius Rucker (Low Country) OC: …pretty cool. :57
“I got that one late. We were going into the last session and Brian Wright sends me this song. He works for my label and he sends me this song and I think I love it but I want to change the bridge. I think I want to cut it but I want to change the bridge. We called everybody up. We called up Troy and Blair and Hillary and we were like can we change the bridge and they were like sure. So, we got on and we Skyped, writing through Skype which was great and we rewrote the bridge. That song for me is how I live most days of my life when I’m at home, just enjoying where I live. The low country is such a great place. I like to just drive around still to this day. I love to get in the car with my kids and just drive around and go to the Battery or go downtown or go places. So, when I heard it I just thought the melody was so cool and the low country means so much to me I was like I’m going to cut this and when we cut it I was like yeah, that’s pretty cool.”

CUT 34: Darius Rucker talks about the song “Need You More,” which appears on his latest album, Southern Style.

Darius Rucker (Need You More) OC: …love that too. 1:08
“I got to write with the great Jonathan Singleton and Deric Ruttan and it was – that song man the imagery of that song, starting from the opening line all the way through – the imagery and the things that we came up with that need each other I just thought that was so cool and so fun. And the payoff is what does it for me though. This thing needs this and that but I need you more. I just thought that sentiment is so beautiful, so romantic. And the track Frank did such a great job. When I listen to that record, that was one of those records, I had to actually call him after I listened to it a few times and said ‘Man, you got this. You figured this song and you got so great.’ The vocal performance he got out of me it was like ‘man, that’s what I wanted to do for that song and you got it perfectly.’ So, ‘Need You,’ I hope that’s a single. I love that too.”

CUT 35: Darius Rucker talks about “Half Full Dixie Cup.”

Darius Rucker (Half Full Dixie Cup) OC: …even better. :46
“I love ‘Half Full Dixie Cup.’ I think it’s – I remember growing up and Dixie Cups that’s a big part of it. We had the containers and everything that had the little Dixie Cups and I thought that was so cool. And I love the sentiment of the song. Life’s not awesome. It’s not great. We’re not filthy rich. We’re not doing this, doing that. But it ain’t that bad. The payoff for me, this ain’t a glass half empty thing it’s a half full Dixie Cup.’ It doesn’t get any more Southern than that. It doesn’t get more country than that. That song, yeah, that’s one of those ones I want to dance around to when I hear it. It’s got such a great beat to it. Writing with Frank, Frank and I write great songs together and throw Monty in and I think it gets even better.”

CUT 36: Darius Rucker talks about “Lighter Up,” a song his wife, Beth, actually picked for the album.

Darius Rucker (Lighter Up) OC: …back then. 1:06
“My wife brought that one to me. We were listening to songs on demos, and she came to me and actually believe it or not, she texted me probably - right before we took a break, she texted me and said ‘Lighter Up’ is a song. But that song was so cool when I started cutting it, because I thought I lived that. I lived that moment when going to see Def Leppard back in ’83 in Savannah and being in the nosebleeds, but just feeling it. When the fire went up you could feel it. All the way up there you could feel the warmth coming up from it and I just remember how big those big hair band shows were and it was just really fun to write that song about just a different time in music in time and life. People don’t hold their lighters up anymore. They hold their cell phones up now and that’s the thing. But back then it was all about seeing KISS, and they start playing ‘Beth,’ and everybody in the place has got a lighter up. You’ve got four-year-old kids holding up a lighter. It was just great being a part of that. So that’s what that song is about, those crazy days back then.”

CUT 37: Darius Rucker says the song, “You Can Have Charleston,” makes him sad.

Darius Rucker (You Can Have Charleston) OC: …makes me sad. :52
“‘You Can Have Charleston’ -- Frank Rogers and I wrote that, and he had this great idea for the song called ‘You Can Have Charleston,’ and explained it to me. At first I was kind of skeptical. I was like I don’t want people to think I hate Charleston. When we started writing it, I realized the song was about somebody who loves Charleston more than anything else. When I listened to that song, you could hear in my voice how much that person just doesn’t want to go. They don’t want to leave that place. It’s their favorite place in the whole world, and now they have to leave because their heart is broken and I love that song. The whole imagery, the live oak trees and the Clydesdales and all that stuff and the steeples and all that stuff. I just thought, ‘Man, that’s definitely a great description of the town I live in.’ That’s a sad song to me. When I listen to it, it really makes me sad.”

CUT 38: Darius Rucker says “So I Sang” is a very personal song for him.

Darius Rucker (So I Sang) OC: …great tune. :50
“‘So I Sang’ was such a personal song. Tim James had written this song when his dad died, and him and Rivers cleaned it up and they brought it to me, and we kind of rewrote it, and it’s so personal. From the opening lines about sports and knowing I wasn’t going to be a doctor or anything, that’s so personal, so real and so me. And then every song we named is a song that’s personal to me. Like ‘She Believes In Me’ is one of my favorite songs. ‘Fire On the Mountain’ was the first song I ever learned to play on guitar. Then you’ve got ‘Faithfully,’ which was everything to me. My favorite song I used to sing to my mom all the time when I was a kid was ‘You Are So Beautiful To Me.’ I thought it was a great tune.”

CUT 39: Darius Rucker continues talking about “So I Sang.”

Darius Rucker (So I Sang) 2 OC: …unbelievable. 1:01
“The last verse with ‘It Is Well With My Soul,’ that’s a staple down south at funerals and stuff like that. I’ll never forget singing it at her funeral how huge it was that I’m singing with the choir. I couldn’t get up and do it by myself but it was just one of those things that it’s a perfect song for that situation. Getting home that day and the first thing I did was put on ‘I’m So Tired of Being Alone’ because that’s my mom, that was her favorite Al Green song. She loved it. She thought it was great. So that song singing it now or just listening to it now it’s just so personal. We were down there singing it a little while ago, it’s tough to really explain how much that song means to me. I’m baring my soul to everybody with that tune and I love it. I love singing it. That was one of those songs when I was done I turned to Rivers and Tim and said thanks. Thank you guys for this song. This is unbelievable.
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